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Transportation Committee (TC) Overview:  
 
The Transportation Committee is a newly established committee, formed by the Florence City Council in 
November of 2018. This new committee is a combination of the previous Transportation Advisory 
Committee and Airport Advisory Committee. The Transportation Committee strives to advise the Council 
and implement the provisions of the City Council goals and work plan related to the City’s transportation 
system. Transportation matters to be considered include, but are not limited to: 

- Traffic & Vehicular 
- Bike & Pedestrian 
- Public & Private Transit 
- Air & Rail 

 
The objective of this document is to create priorities for the 2019 and 2020 biennial cycle. The committee 
has designated four priorities to guide their work during this biennium. These four priorities are updating 
the Transportation System Plan, promoting and expanding the public transportation opportunities in 
Florence, promotion and upkeep of the airport, and continue efforts towards public beautification, 
recreational opportunities and culture within Florence.  
 

Transportation Committee Members:  

Robert Steele; Chairperson Terry Tomeny; Vice-Chairperson 

Gary Plunkett Richard Holcombe 

George Henry Richard Markee 

Susan Jones Vicki Dunaway 

Larry Farnsworth David Montes; Ex Officio Member- CEDC 

Woody Woodbury; Ex-Officio Member- City Council Glen Southerland; Ex-Officio Member- City Staff 
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Committee Priorities:  
 
Transportation System Plan:  
The Florence Transportation System Plan (TSP) needs to be updated during the 2019-2020 biennium. The 
current TSP was adopted in 2012 and since then Florence has grown and changed in ways that makes the 
current TSP unusable. This is task is outlined in the City of Florence Work Plan, Priority #6: Infrastructure and 
Capital Improvements, Transportation, Objective 8 (Page Nine).  
 
Priorities regarding the Transportation System Plan Update:  

- Assist staff with Apply for a Transportation Growth Management grant through Oregon DLCD 
- Updating project list within the current TSP 
- Updating public transportation section of TSP to include current and future intercity transportation 

systems  
- Creating a system to organize public outreach and collect public input  

 
 
Public Transportation:  
With ridership on the Rhody Express up from previous years, as well as the introduction of the Florence -
Yachats Connector in 2018, the Transportation Committee’s work regarding public transportation efforts 
in the city of Florence are as important as ever. This task is outlined in the City of Florence Work Plan, 
Priority #6: Infrastructure and Capital Improvements, Transportation, Objective 8 (Page Nine).  
 
Public Transportation priorities for the Transportation Committee include:  

- Continue to promote Rhody Express bus route within Florence 
- Continue to promote Florence – Yachats Connector  
- Participate in efforts to increate intercity public transportation opportunities from Florence to Coos 

Bay and Eugene 
- Create avenues for public engagement about current and future public transportation options 

 
 
Florence Municipal Airport:  
During the Spring of 2019, the Florence Municipal Airport completed the airport runway and taxiway 
lighting improvement project. Once completed, this project, primarily funded through a grant from the 
FAA, will be a major improvement to the previous system that was over 30 years old. Continuing to support 
the airport is outlined in the City of Florence Work Plan, Priority #6: Infrastructure and Capital 
Improvements, Airport, Objectives 1+2 (Page Ten).  
 
Airport Priorities for the Transportation Committee:  

- Continue to advertise and support marketing avenues for the Airport 
- Research opportunities for grants to develop General Ben King Memorial Airport Gateway 
- Continue to implement airport improvements according to Airport Master Plan 
- Work with Staff to complete update of the Airport Hanger Lease  
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Old Town Parking Requirements:  
Parking in Old Town has always been an issue, especially during the high seasons of Spring and Summer. 
The City Council tasked the Transportation Committee with consider changes that could be made to the 
Old Town district regarding parking as outlined in the City of Florence Work Plan, Priority #2: Family Wage 
Jobs & Workforce Development, Tourism Promotion, Objective 3+4 (Page Four).  
 
Old Town Parking Priorities for the Transportation Committee:  

- Research Bike Share Opportunities within Florence 
- Research parking solutions in other municipalities around the state and nation  
- Work with FURA and the City Council to consider amendments to parking requirements in Old 

Town 
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