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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY   ITEM NOs:  1 & 2 
 
FLORENCE PLANNING COMMISSION  Meeting Date:  March 8, 2022  
 
 
ITEM TITLES: 1. Review Title 4 Chapter 6 – Vegetation Preservation 
 2. Commercial/Industrial metal building architecture alternatives 
 
 
DISCUSSION/ISSUE: 
 
On March 8, 2022 the Florence Planning Commission will discuss Florence City Code 
Title 4 Chapter 6 Vegetation Preservation and architecture alternatives for metal 
buildings.  The Environmental Management Advisory Committee’s (EMAC) 
subcommittee self-assigned to address Title 4 Chapter 6 has been invited to attend the 
work session to participate in that part of the discussion.  Additionally, planning staff will 
participate to share their experiences and ideas on the topics as appropriate. 
 
BACKGROUND: On July 13, 2021 the Florence Planning Commission made formal 
recommendation to the City Council of their Year 1 Work Plan projects.  Priority 6 
includes the following: “Vegetation preservation concerns related to development 
proposals and code infractions are on the rise.  The Planning Commission for Year 1 
would like to update the city code to implement the related Comp Plan policy, remove 
ambiguous language and modernize code language to reflect current values and 
incorporate new practices and industry standards.”  Priority 2 includes updating design 
review and commercial and industrial zoning codes related to architectural standards for 
metal buildings.  On July 20, 2021 the Florence Environmental Management Advisory 
Committee made formal recommendation to the City Council of their Year 1 Work Plan 
projects. Priority 1g was to “Update the vegetation preservation code with regard to 
commercial and residential development.”   
 
The work related to these topics would result in amendments to the associated Florence 
City Code chapters and implement or support objectives and policies of the Florence 
Realization 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  It will also perform the work identified by the PC 
and EMAC and approved by City Council in the 2021-2023 City of Florence Work Plan. 
 
Both bodies included vegetation preservation code updates on their respective 
workplans.  Their sub-committees tasked with this priority will work collectively towards 
accomplishing them.  Subcommittee members are listed at the end of the AIS. 
 
Attached are Title 4 Chapter 6 Vegetation Preservation and two vegetation preservation 
application staff reports for so one can see how the criteria are being addressed. 
 
MEETING PURPOSE:  This meeting serves as an opportunity for participants to share 
their concerns, issues, and challenges with the vegetation preservation code and 
permitting process.  Chairman Tarvin will share his initial research findings on 
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architectural alternatives for metal buildings and seek participant feedback.  The 
information received at this meeting will provide clarity on the variety of issues and 
direction for additional research. 
 
MEETING PROCESS AND EXPECTATIONS:  In order to proceed with completing 
these two work plan tasks, the subcommittees will need input from several sources.  
The staff and two city volunteer bodies tasked with regulating the permitting process 
and developing strategies that support the landscape and biology of the area are 
naturally a good place to start.  
 
Attendees will receive brief introductions to the topics. The work session participants will 
be asked for their input/ideas on a series of questions.  They will have 3-5 minutes to 
write their responses down after each question is asked.  Each participant in turn will be 
asked to read one item off their list, with each attendee being asked again until all 
responses are read.  All non-duplicated ideas will be recorded.  Clarifying questions can 
be asked at any time and discussion on the ideas will be held after all ideas are read off 
and recorded.  The final lists of responses will be provided to the sub-committees to 
assist in their task accomplishment.  Input from other sources such as EMAC, residents, 
businesses, and associated agencies (Depts. of Fish and Wildlife and Forestry) will be 
sought at later dates at other venues. 
 
TASK SUB-COMMITTEES: 
 
Vegetation Preservation: Eric Hauptman-PC, Erik Oshel-EMAC, Phil Tarvin-PC, Lisa 
Walter- Sedlacek-EMAC 
 
Commercial and Industrial Code Updates: Phil Tarvin (architecture) & Sandi Young (site 
design standards) 
 
 
AIS prepared by:  Wendy FarleyCampbell 
 
 
ITEMS ATTACHED: 
• Attachment 1 – TITLE 4 CHAPTER 6 VEGETATION PRESERVATION 
• Attachment 2 – AR 21 18 VEG 11  
• Attachment 3 – AR 21 10 VEG 12 
 

https://www.ci.florence.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/mayor_and_council/page/818/title_4_chapter_6_vegetation_preservation_amended_oct._13.pdf
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