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June 2, 2025 

City Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item #1 
Public Comment 

Speaker’s Cards & Written Comments Received 
 

Speaker’s Cards – In order of receipt 

• Speaker 1– Ivy Medow 

• Speaker 2– Mike Allen (Included written comment) 
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June 2, 2025 

City Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item #3 
City of Florence 2025-2027 Biennial Budget  

Speaker’s Cards & Written Testimony Received 
 

Speaker’s Cards – In order of receipt 

• Speaker 1– Steve Ball 
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June 2, 2025 

City Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item #4 
Public Safety Fee 

Speaker’s Cards & Written Testimony Received 
 

Speaker’s Cards – In order of receipt 

• Speaker 1– Pamela Martin 

 

Written Testimony – In order of receipt 

• Testimony 1– Linda Olsen 

• Testimony 2– Margaret Benson 

• Testimony 3– Larry Bolt 

• Testimony 4– Phyllis Holmes 

• Testimony 5– Joel Vanadrghem 

• Testimony 6– Diane Greer 

• Testimony 7– RR Reels 

• Testimony 8– Russell Wymore 

• Testimony 9– Kristen Barquist 

• Testimony 10– Devin Michael 

 
 

 

 























 
 
Comments for Florence City Council Meeting 6/2/25 
Re: Public Safety Fee 
 
 
 
Mayor Ward and City Council Members, 
 

I am commenting in opposition on the Public Safety Fee Ordinance 
proposed to the Council.  To begin with, I am not Anti-Law Enforcement 
but I feel there are other ways this Fee should be approached.  I am also 
very troubled by the near complete lack of public notice of this 
Ordinance.  There was no information on the City FB website during the 
whole month of May, nothing on the Florence Focus monthly emails, 
and only this morning..the day of this hearing, was it mentioned by the 
City Manager on the radio.  With a fee like this, the City should have 
released information about it much MUCH earlier than just the 
minimum legally required effort a few days before this is being voted on. 

 
 

 I have several points to make in opposition of this fee. 
 

1.  Public safety is an essential service.  Why werent reductions in 
other NON essential services in the budget considered, at least as 
a partial solution instead of this fee?  It seems in reading the 
budget information ‘because other cities have used this fee’ is the 
main reason it was proposed.  No reductions of department 
budgets or other adjustments seem to have been seriously 
considered.  Passing this fee to the citizens of Florence should be 
the absolute LAST option to be considered. 
 
2. The City Manager stated this shortfall had been known about 
for some time.  If that is the case then why did the city council 
approve a 10% raise for city employees last July, a bonus for the 
City Manager, and a 4% yearly step increase?  Yes these actions 
are well meaning but if this shortfall was known about a hard look 
at spending should have been made.   

 
 



3. This fee in its second year would be an extra $200+ a year to 
Florence households.  Most residents already pay fees for 
stormwater, streetlights, bonds and levies for EMS/Fire and 
Schools….where does it end?  What will keep the Council from just 
raising this fee again in 2 years?  I know many families working 2 
jobs that will find it very hard to afford this fee.  These are the 
families working predominantly service jobs…the ones cooking 
your meal…the ones taking care of you at the hospital….the ones 
making your coffee.  In other words the ones that actually make 
Florence run. 
 
4. Like I mentioned before I am not anti-law enforcement.  They 
have a very hard job and I appreciate what they do…but last year 
two brand new electric trucks were purchased for approximately 
$150,000….again if this shortfall was known about for a while, 
why was this purchase made?  Also according to FPD, 
approximately 80 traffic citations a month are currently being 
issued…..only about 2 1/2 a day.  How many of us have been 
passed by someone doing 15-20mph over the limit on 101?  This 
seems to be a funding source that could definitely be more 
utilized by FPD. 

 
 

In conclusion, there hasn’t been near enough discussion on how 
this fee should be funded.  The City needs to live within its means 
even if that results in non-essential services being cut back to fund 
essential ones.  Florence Residents already pay several fees, bonds 
and levies for services in town.  Another fee that could just be 
increased every year is the WRONG decision and will severely 
impact many families in town.   Florence can do better for its 
citizens. 
 
Thank you for your time 
Russell Wymore 
Florence  
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June 2, 2025 

City Council Meeting 

 

Agenda Item #5 
System Development Charge Exemption and Deferral Process 

Speaker’s Cards & Written Testimony Received 
 

Speaker’s Cards – In order of receipt 

• Speaker 1– Greg Bartholomew 

• Speaker 2– David Hatton 

 

Written Testimony – In order of receipt 

• Testimony 1– Kristen Barquist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Request to Address the City Council
(Speaker’s Card)

Name: ____________________________________________________
(Please Print)

City Council Meeting Date: ____________  Agenda Item No.: _________ 
Proponent  Opponent  Neutral

Brief Overview of What You Wish to Discuss: ________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Do you represent an organization? Yes No  Name of Org.: __________________________

Residence Address: ____________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Email (Optional): _______________________________ Phone No. (Optional): _______________

Would you like to be added to the City of Florence Email Distribution Lists?

Newsletter      City Council

NOTE: ONCE COMPLETED, THIS CARD BECOMES A PUBLIC DOCUMENT
(See Reverse Side for Instructions)

INSTRUCTIONS 

Please fill out and City Recorder . The City Recorder will advise the Mayor 
(Presiding Officer) when requests to speak are in hand. If filling the card out in advance, please submit: 

1. Via email to @ci.florence.or.us,
Via mail to Florence City Hall – Attn: ; 250 Hwy 101; Florence, OR, 97439

In Person at Florence (2 ) – Attn:
Online at http://www.ci.florence.or.us/council/request-address-city-council-speakers-card.

The Speaker’s Card must be submitted at least before the meeting 
is scheduled to begin.

To maximize time for speakers of varying topics, time limits have been set for speakers wishing to address the
Council, and each speaker may only speak once to each agenda item. Under normal circumstances, those time

limits are listed below. Speakers may not yield their time to others. For more information, visit the City of
Florence website at http://www.ci.florence.or.us/council/rules-procedure.

General Public Comments – 3 minutes
Public Hearing Comments – 5 minutes

NOTE: In special circumstances, the Mayor (Presiding Officer) may establish longer
and / or shorter time limits.
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