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Marketing and Visitor Promotion Activities 
Chamber shall provide all functions, literature, advertising, staff, supplies, equipment and support 
associated with an educational awareness program designed to promote the City of Florence as a 
destination for tourism. 

Management and Administration 
Management and administration of the Visitor Center located in the City of Florence. The Chamber 
shall provide all necessary staff, volunteers, materials and services to meet with visitors, dispense 
information regarding the area, develop necessary informational programs and coordinate with 
associated agencies and entities. 

Events Management
The Chamber shall manage events and festivals of which the intent is to attract and provide 
entertainment for tourists. Such events shall include the annual Rhododendron Festival. 

To that end, the Chamber also hosts, manages, and/or supports: July 4th Celebration, Octo-Fur-Fest 
Wiener Dog Races, Goin’ With the Flo Vintage Trailer Rally, Wine & Chowder Trails and Great Glass 
Float Giveaway, Cocoa, Cookie & Cider Trail & Shop Small Saturday, Sea Lion on a Shelf, Florence 
Holiday Festival & Winter Music Festival.

Scope of services Chamber provides per agreement: 



In partnership with the Florence Events 
Center the Chamber is sharing the cost of 
advertising space in:

• Travel Lane County’s visitors guide
• Oregon Coast Visitor’s Association 

visitors guide
• Travel Lane County’s online meeting 

planner’s guide
• 101 Things to Do on the Oregon Coast
• Newport News Times’ visitors guide

We’ve also improved the accuracy and 
relevancy of editorial content in these to 
our mutual benefit.



• Visitor Guide: Distribute 
6,000 annually direct to 
tourists and members to give 
to tourists.

• Website has more than 
64,600 new users and 158,000 
page views in the last 12 
months. 

• Website provides 
comprehensive Shop, Eat, 
Stay, Play, Activities, and 
Events info. 

• Travel Lane County website: “Florence” page views (43,500+) outranks Eugene with the most 
traffic on TLC’s website, topping the lists for both resident and non-resident searches.

• Marketing Team: Leveraging stakeholders and collaborating to build brand cohesiveness.



• Visitor Center saw more than 10,000 
visits in the 2018/2019 year with 1 
volunteer coordinator and 21 
volunteers who enthusiastically give 
many hours to serve visitors. This will 
be reduced for 2020-2021 primarily 
due to COVID-19’s impact on tourism 
and the center being closed from 
March 12 through July 7.

• Building is scheduled for exterior 
painting in 2020. Electronic sign 
installation postponed.

• TRT, Tourism Revenue, and Tourism 
Employment are all up since 2016, with 
this February up nearly 25% over 
2019…until March 2020.



Enter COVID-19
• TRT for 2020 now only 39% of normal: 

March <55%>, April <80%>, May <49%>.

• Bettina featured in Eugene & Portland 
media with sequence of COVID-19 
statements: “Can’t wait to see you again 
when it’s safe to travel” evolving into 
“Come, but be safe and respectful.”

• Added C-19 related content to website and 
social media. Encouraging locals to do local 
commerce (We are the chamber of 
commerce as well as your travel and 
tourism partner).

• Cancelled $10K in ads in March, carried-
over some digital ads to use in fall.



Enter COVID-19

• Was on track for an estimated 10-12 million 
advertising impressions and more than 
$50,000 in earned media coverage.

• Cancelled Rhody Fest, July 4. Holding out for 
as long as possible on decision for October’s 
Wine & Chowder Trails, December’s 
Cocoa/Cider/Cookie Trail, Sea Lion on a Shelf.

• Virtual Rhody Fest got good news coverage in 
Eugene, Portland. Added content to our 
YouTube.



• Received excellent coverage for our annual 
photo contest and its winner.

• Online sweepstakes/drawings for 2-night 
stays and $100 dinner certificates from 
Chamber Underwriters Driftwood Shores and 
Three Rivers Casino has so far netted more 
than 7000 names to our email list of people 
interested in coming to Florence. A second 
round as soon as feasible.

• Research shows pent-up demand for more 
localized vacation travel to areas perceived as 
safe and uncrowded, mostly within a 300- to 
500-mile drive. Will capitalize on that in our 
creative and media placements to instill 
confidence in coming to our area.



• Expect approximately 20% to 25% of 
normal out-of-area marketing budget. 
Funds will go first to desktop & mobile 
digital ads (geo targeting , retargeting, 
geofencing of relevant events), then 
cable/on-demand/alternative services 
(Roku, Apple, Crackle) along I-5 and Hwy. 
101 corridors. 

• Leveraging our messaging with Travel 
Lane County & Oregon Coast Visitors 
Association.

• Re-opened Visitor’s Center on July 7 to 
limited walk-in service. Was closed since 
March 12 but phones were staffed 
remotely, and on site in June.



• Hosted Nevada Sports Net reporter June 29 & 30 
for feature on our area: sandboarding, Sea Lion 
Caves, Heceta Lighthouse, Old Town, DWS, TRC. He’s 
producing a 30-minute TV program about us. Great 
support from TRC, DWS, Sea Lion Caves, Sand Dune 
Frontier, Travel Lane County for bonus B-roll 
footage, and especially Sand Master Park on which 
the program is based.

• Program will be edited down for Reno’s Fox and 
NBC affiliates to use as “happy news” segments and 
shared across Sinclair Broadcasting’s network.

• Continued marketing support to DRT/Main 
Street/ReVision Florence efforts.

• Anecdotal reporting by key local lodgings indicates 
that as we have advertised to the Portland metro 
and I-5 corridor north of Eugene we have seen an 
increase of visitors from those areas.



• Banner Bank stepped up to Underwriter 
status with $10K membership matching 
funds to help $225/year Business 
Membership partners pay their dues and 
keep them involved. Membership renewals 
are coming in.

• Convening for advocacy: Coordinated 
federal, regional, state, and local elected 
officials for first-ever Coastal Corral, resulting 
in unprecedented exposure and respect for 
Florence.



Summary:
• Florence is growing in presence with state and regional travel, 

tourism, and chamber associations.

• Branded marketing campaign will pivot and refocus.

• Stronger, more intentional public relations gives us more than $50,000 
in earned media.

• More and stronger partnerships with our members, elected leaders, 
other tourism marketing entities, and local/regional media continue to 
benefit Florence as a destination.

Despite recent COVID-19 related setbacks, we are still positioned to build an 
even stronger future for our City in  Motion in Oregon’s Coastal Playground!
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Form: City Council Speaker's Card [1] 

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 07/13/2020 - 1:16pm
35.132.172.208

Name
Beverly Sherrill

City Council Meeting Date
Mon, 07/20/2020

Agenda Item Number
0

Do you wish to speak as a Proponent? Opponent? or Neutral?
Proponent

Brief Overview of What You Wish to Discuss
In recognition of the national movement regarding police department funding and allocation of 
resources in the community, I would like to urge and open the discussion of policy review, oversight, 
and definition of best practices for public safety agencies in Florence.

Do you Represent an Organization?
No

Name of Organization

Residence Address
1179 6th Street

Email
beverlyshe@gmail.com

Phone Number
5419803090

Source URL: https://www.ci.florence.or.us/node/8523/submission/12921
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In recognition of the Black Lives Matter national movement regarding police departments 
funding and allocation of resources in the community, I would like to urge the implementation of 
community driven approaches for policy review, oversight, and definition of best practices for 
public safety agencies in Florence.    
 
The Black Lives Matter movement was catapulted into the national consciousness on May 25th 
with the death of George Floyd during an arrest in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The subsequent 
protests have been against police brutality, police racism, and lack of police accountability. In 
Oregon, in cities large and small Black Lives Matter rallies are ongoing, Florence included. 
 
Taking action in Oregon, during the special legislation session of the Oregon legislature in June, 
six criminal justice reform bills passed to start the reform process: 
 

1. HB4201 which establishes the Joint Committee on Transparent Policing and Use of 
Force Reform. 
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-
Video.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1UKn_XaLg5dzSLHXN7j8ShzteUJW_9SWL6OpAD-
kvvCXzka9JqnV1mWb0 

2. HB 4203 which bans chokeholds except when deadly use of force is justified. 
3. HB 4205 which requires officers to report when fellow officers have engaged in 

misconduct or violated policy. 
4. HB 4207 which requires the Department of Public Safety Standards and Training to 

create and maintain a statewide database that tracks suspensions and revocations of 
certificates. 

5. HB 4208 which bans tear gas, CS gas and all derivatives thereof, and also prohibits 
sonic weapons known as long range acoustic devices, or LRADs. (Amended                     
to tear gas permitted in situations that police declare a “riot.”) 

6. SB 1604 which attempts to make it easier for Oregon police agencies to discipline 
officers without having that discipline overturned or reduced in binding arbitration. 

 
Listening to the meetings of the Joint Committee on transparent Policing and Use of Force 
Reform, one of the recommendations stated many times was the use of community based 
policing and utilizing a community oversight advisory board for developing policy.  In the 2019-
21 Public Safety budget listed under goals and work plan items there is a blueprint to make this 
recommendation happen. “Continue to implement proven best practices for public safety 
agencies regarding homelessness, drug usage, mental illness, and other social concerns and 
support non-profit and government partners in community driven approaches.” 
 
I believe Florence residents understand the value of our police department and the good 
reputation it has. However, with the national conversation focused on police reform and 
transparency, now is the time to recognize that systemic racism affects every institution, 
including police departments. It is also time for every city to take action and use community 
driven approaches to improve community interactions everywhere. The Florence City Council 
can take the lead to work together and pursue the “community driven approaches” stated in the 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-Video.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1UKn_XaLg5dzSLHXN7j8ShzteUJW_9SWL6OpAD-kvvCXzka9JqnV1mWb0
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-Video.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1UKn_XaLg5dzSLHXN7j8ShzteUJW_9SWL6OpAD-kvvCXzka9JqnV1mWb0
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Pages/Legislative-Video.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1UKn_XaLg5dzSLHXN7j8ShzteUJW_9SWL6OpAD-kvvCXzka9JqnV1mWb0


Public Safety budget goals. Please don’t wait for the Oregon Legislature, Florence has the 
opportunity to be a leader for small cities in Oregon.  We can create a community that is 
prosperous, healthy, and safe for you, for me, for our visitors, and for our every one of our 
residents. 
 
Beverly Sherrill 
1179 6th Street 
Florence, OR 97439 
541-980-3090 
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Form: Request to Address City Council (Speaker's Card) [1]

Submitted by Visitor (not verified)
Mon, 07/20/2020 - 9:12am
35.132.160.79

Name
Sally Wantz

City Council Meeting Date
Mon, 07/20/2020

Agenda Item Number
0

Do you wish to speak as a Proponent? Opponent? or Neutral?
n/a

Brief Overview of What You Wish to Discuss
General comments on items not on the agenda

Do you Represent an Organization?
no

Name of Organization

Residence Address
2190 13th Street

Email
sallywantz2190@gmail.com

Phone Number
5419019904

Source URL: https://www.ci.florence.or.us/node/17771/submission/13401
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To: Florence Mayor and City Council 
Date: July 20, 2020 
Subject: Lane County Climate Action Plan 
 
I request the Florence City Council develop a comprehensive climate action plan so they can be aligned 
in partnership with Lane County as called for in Phase 2 of the Lane County Climate Action Plan (see 
below).  

Please consider this request during discussions regarding Climate Change at your July 20th Council 
meeting. 

Thank you,  

Michael Allen 
87490 Rhodowood Drive 
Florence, OR 97439 
505-401-7762 
mikepatallen@earthlink.net 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
LANE COUNTY CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions through the use of clean fuels, public transit, cycling, alternative 
energy, technology enhancements, and higher efficiency vehicles and facilities has positive impacts on 
community health. 
 
Lane County is beginning the first phase of a three-phased approach to the development of the Climate 
Action Plan. 

The Climate Action Plan will encompass: 

1. Conducting a greenhouse gas emissions inventory and develop an internal plan (Climate Action 
Plan - Phase 1) for County operations to establish greenhouse gas reduction targets and 
implementation plans to meet County targets. 

2. Developing a comprehensive countywide plan (Climate Action Plan - Phase 2) with community 
engagement to outline aggressive goals and strategies, aligned in partnership with city climate 
actions, to establish countywide community targets and high priority areas of action. 

3. Developing a resiliency plan (Climate Action Plan - Phase 3) to identify adaptation strategies to 
mitigate the risks and impacts of climate change anticipated for Lane County. 

4. Developing Action Initiatives supporting green jobs, clean energy projects, and climate-friendly 
industries in Lane County. 

5. Providing open and transparent public communications to monitor and evaluate progress toward 
climate action goals. 

6. Establishing a Climate Advisory Committee to provide recommendations and advise the Board of 
Commissioners on the County's ongoing climate action work. 

https://lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/public_works/climateplan 

mailto:mikepatallen@earthlink.net
https://lanecounty.org/government/county_departments/public_works/climateplan


From: Brenda Gilmer
To: Kelli Weese
Subject: [Suspected SPAM] Written testimony and evidence for City of Florence Regular Council Session, July 20, 2020,

Public Hearing & Action Items,2., Public Contracting Rules/ Public Hearing of the City Council/Local
ContractReview Board IN OPPOSITION TO ENA...

Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:19:08 PM
Importance: Low

City of Florence Regular Council Session, July 20, 2020, Public Hearing & Action
Items, 2., Public Contracting Rules/ Public Hearing of the City Council/Local Contract
Review Board IN OPPOSITION TO ENACTMENT OF RESOLUTION NO. 19,
SERIES 2020.

I, Brenda Gilmer, a resident of Florence, OR, give this written testimony and evidence
in opposition to enactment of Resolution No. 10. Series 2020
The Oregon Attorney General’s model of public contracting rules consider the
protection of all Oregon citizens in analysis and the model rules, as well as good
governance and government transparency.
 
If Florence were to adopt this public contract system, bypassing the Attorney
General’s model, with its built-in protections for people of color and women, the City
of Florence, which does not have a reputation for honesty or good faith and fair
dealing with respect to:

·         Minorities (fear of discrimination and targeting is real), women (fear that
politicized hate being manufactured for law enforcement and public consumption
in its manifestation of violence against women, particularly individuals identified by
them as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transsexual, or because of gender at all as an
acceptable target of hate is not being vigorously rejected by law enforcement at
the local and state level; women not at all protected today from attack by agents of
the federal government, violating our state law and not with legitimate
preemption);
·         People of color, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transsexual or queer individuals, or any
gender an individual human being identifies as being (I have personally witnessed
bias in city government against LGBTQ individuals; I have personally experienced
the mayor at his worst, I hope, exemplifying malevolence)
·         married couples who are not dominant “male” and/or and supportive “female”,
e.g., (it has scoffed [and continues to scoff?] at all of us other individual humans
entitled to status as “real families” entitled to not be attacked, but rather protected,
by federal, state, county and local criminal and civil laws – no fight, real families,
and you must back down from attack so says the federal law to which the City, its
City Council, its Mayor, its Commissioners, its employees, contractors, and
volunteers  are subject, and each of which must in good faith and fair dealing
refrain from discriminating against [the oaths of office and duties to refrain from
discrimination by government agents, employees, and volunteers should be
clarified to protect those of us who are unprotected by City voids, but the duty
exists and putting it in black and white just makes things simpler, not different].
·         non-Trump supporters, democrats, and liberals. I was called a “leftie” by Brian
Jagoe, a man who will shortly be taking the oath of office or other duty of good
governance is required of a member of the City of Florence Planning Commission,
for reasons I would like to talk about and clarify with him because one of my goals,
as a participant in this city government, is to advance good governance principles
and do my all for removing from ANY government the slinging of slogans rather
than a reasoned discussion by ALL affected people of agreed facts that have been
prepared without bias by people whose job it is to collect, analyze and

mailto:brendajgilmer@gmail.com
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disseminate non-spun facts to aid in governance. Assault on the federal agencies
and agents who were and are trying to do this is a national shame that history will
reflect. The facts are needed for the discussions we need to chart our path ahead.
·         poor people, “the homeless, ”government-supported housing, people who
“can’t afford to live here.”
·         any Oregon or federally protected class (Florence did not enact a Fair Housing
Code as part of its zoning code rewrite or to bring to the public’s attention for
discussion and the input of different points of view, the fact that Florence law does
not protect people from discrimination. Actually, quite the contrary. Florence seeks
to dodge the Boise housing decision protections of unsheltered individuals it seeks
to abuse. \
 

it successfully dodges the requirement that any contractor or contractor’s
subcontractor certify that they have “not discriminated and will not discriminate
against a subcontractor in the awarding of a subcontract because the
subcontractor is certified under ORS 200.055 as a disadvantaged business
enterprise, a minority-owned business, a woman owned business, an emerging
small business, or a business that is a service-disabled veteran owns.”
 

MINORITIES, WOMEN AND EMERGING SMALL BUSINESSES 
137-046-0200
Affirmative Action; Limited Competition Permitted  
…
(3) Contracting Agencies shall include in each Solicitation Document a
requirement that Offerors certify in their Offers in a form prescribed by
the Contracting Agency, that the Offeror has not discriminated and
will not discriminate against a subcontractor in the awarding of a
subcontract because the subcontractor is certified under ORS
200.055 as a disadvantaged business enterprise, a minority-owned
business, a woman owned business, an emerging small business,
or a business that is a service-disabled veteran owns.
 

Among any other legal protections provided in the state code, the City contracting
system would also:

1. Do away with public advertisement of the public projects (do public contracts
become mere agenda items, with potentially curated facts disclosed to the voting
councilors? Will the City in its contracting review role allow Sherry Harvey as
“volunteer” to “help” with that as she did with the survey results from a zoning code
survey?

2. Result of favoritism in literally every way. From the proposed findings:
The Council approves the specific findings for the establishment of
special solicitation methods for the classes of public contracts described
below and also finds that the establishment of each class of contracts
and methods approved for their award:

1. Is unlikely to encourage favoritism in the awarding of public
contracts or substantially diminish competition for public
contracts because such exemptions still require alternative
contracting procedures, ensuring:

(1) reasonable competition (no problem with people of
color or women, trust us); (2) the best contract price for
the public [at the cost of loss of integrity; public notice;
transparency; prevention of conflicts of interest]; and (3) a



cost-effective process for both contractors [contractors
known by sight to be “OK]; and City [Jim Crow]

3. I have watched three years of City action and inaction and know how people
are treated differently and how limited the point of view of white men is to the
white man point of view and how they see that limited point of view as
somehow the “truth.” I have no ax to grind with the fine companies that
contract with the city, but we need rules and we need transparency and we,
who are not white men need protection of a no-rule system run by white men.

I hope you find the foregoing compelling reasons to do what the law requires
(the AG model rules) because it is the right thing to do and for a city with
Florence's track record in failing to consider and protect all of its residents,
including those who need protection because they are the objects of hate and
illegal discrimination.  Respectfully, Brenda Gilmer, 3640 Ocean View Dr.,
Florence, OR 97439, 541-590-5060.



From: Brenda Gilmer
To: Kelli Weese
Subject: Written testimony and evidence for City of Florence Regular Council Session, July 20, 2020, Public Hearing &

Action Items, 5., League of Oregon Cities Legislative Priorities
Date: Monday, July 20, 2020 3:29:48 PM

In determining legislative priorities, I believe that any assertion of "local control" by the
City has to include protections against local discrimination and carry with it an
enforceable committment to recognizing a duty to protect the health and welfare of
ALL of its local residents, which includes protection from racism, homophobia, and
misogany. I urge you, as a government, to avoid commercial enterprises that involve
conflicts of interest. In my view the city civil government, mayor, council, and city staff,
and the Chamber of Commerce, actively supress public health data and information
and communication to advance local commercial ventures. To the detriment of the
community member physical and mental health.

I offer my analysis of some of your choices. 

C. Building (Reach) Code – Energy Efficiency Local Option 
Legislation:
The LOC will pursue/support legislation to allow communities to adopt the Reach
Code as the mandatory
residential or commercial building code within the city’s jurisdictional boundaries. The
Reach Code would
represent a building energy code that would be at least 10 percent more efficient than
the statewide
building code. Under this proposal, cities would be able to adopt the more efficient
Reach Code or would
continue to use the standard statewide building code as the base code.
Background:
Under current state law, cities are preempted from adopting local building codes.
Instead, development is
subject to statewide codes, including for new residential and commercial
development. In 2009, legislation
was passed to implement a new, optional code (Reach Code) that would allow
developers to exceed
statewide codes and streamline the construction of higher-performance buildings
through efficiencies
gained in the building exterior envelope as well as heating, ventilation, air
conditioning, piping insulation
and lighting. The Reach Code is optional for builders to use, but a local government
can’t mandate a
builder to use it. This legislative recommendation would allow a city to adopt the
Reach Code within their
jurisdiction in order to promote additional energy efficiency for new residential and
commercial structures.
If a city does not wish to adopt the Reach Code, the statewide code would remain in
place. The LOC

mailto:brendajgilmer@gmail.com
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Energy & Environment Committee discussed whether this recommendation would
impact housing costs
and believes that long-term cost savings may be gained through increased
energy efficiency in newly built
units. Ultimately, the decision on whether to utilize the standard code or the
enhanced (Reach) code would
be at the discretion of the city. 

E. Digital Equity and Inclusion
Legislation:
Support legislation and policies that are inclusive and equitable to all, individuals and
communities, so that they
have the information technology capacity needed for full participation in our society,
democracy and economy.
Background:
Connectivity is crucial to modern life. It is being relied on more for how people do
business, learn, and receive
important services like healthcare. As technology has evolved, the digital divide has
become more complex and
nuanced. It is no longer about the existence of technology in certain places. Now, the
discussion of the digital
divide is framed in terms of whether a population has access to hardware, to the
Internet, to viable connection
speeds and to the skills and training they need to effectively use it. The LOC will
partner with schools, healthcare,
and other stakeholders to ensure technologies are relevant, available, affordable, and
accessible to the diverse
populous and communities of Oregon. Additionally, the LOC will advocate for digital
literacy programs to help
learn these new technologies.

F. Expedited Siting for Shelter and Affordable Housing Legislation:
The League will pursue legislation to expedite the siting of emergency shelter and
other affordable housing
that follows the intent of the 2020 shelter siting bill (HB 4001) but retains more local
decision making in
the process. The League will pursue this priority in coordination with affordable
housing partners and
other land use stakeholders.
Background:
The League worked closely with city and county partners during the 2020 session to
gain improvements to
HB 4001, which sought to preempt all local siting and zoning regulations and the land
use appeals process,
for approving the siting of emergency shelters for a one-year period. HB 4001
received strong legislative
support in 2020. Draft omnibus legislation for a potential future special session has
included the text of HB



4001 and the League expects to see HB 4001 reintroduced in the 2021 session.
This priority will empower cities and counties to proactively introduce
alternative legislation, similar to
existing statute in California, which requires jurisdictions to identify places
where shelters can locate
instead of mandating that jurisdictions allow shelters to be sited anywhere. The
California model requires
cities and counties to accommodate their need for emergency shelters on sites
where the use is allowed
without a conditional use permit and requires cities and counties to treat
transitional and supportive
housing projects as a residential use of property.

H. Housing and Services Investment
Legislation:
The League will support increased investments for affordable housing, homeless
assistance, and related
services including funding for: shelter, homeless services, case management, rent
assistance, the
development and preservation of affordable housing, and permanent supportive
housing.
Background:
Cities large and small were facing escalating homelessness rates before the COVID-
19 pandemic and the
current economic downturn will only increase the number of Oregonians facing
eviction or experiencing
homelessness. State general fund programs like the Emergency Housing Assistance
(EHA) and State
Homeless Assistance Program (SHAP) have seen record investments in previous
legislative sessions. The
legislative emergency board also voted recently to dedicate $12M in general funds to
support rent
assistance and safe shelter in response to COVID-19.
Oregon’s lack of available housing, high rents and high home prices are causing
housing instability and
homelessness to increase. The Legislature has made record investments in recent
years to fund the LIFT
affordable housing program and preserve Oregon’s existing affordable housing
infrastructure. These
programs are funded through general obligation bonds and lottery backed bonds.
Permanent Supportive Housing is a key strategy for ending chronic
homelessness that reduces downstream
costs to public systems like public safety, emergency health care and
corrections. The 2019 Legislature
invested over $50M to stand up a three-pronged permanent supportive housing
program that includes 1)
development costs to build, 2) rent assistance to keep units deeply affordable,
and 3) wrap around services



that are key to ensuring residents’ long-term stability. The state should
continue investing in this model to
bring more Permanent Supportive Housing across the state and ensure that the
housing developed with the
original $50M continues receive the necessary ongoing funding for rent
assistance and supportive services.
(doesn't address cities that don't want the services or the people needing them)

Q. Mental Health Service Delivery
Legislation:
Support the delivery of mental health services in order to reduce negative police
interactions and ensure
that those in need receive the help they require.
Background:
The Committee and the LOC membership have prioritized the delivery of mental
health services periodically over
the last 5 years. Items contained in this priority have included crisis intervention
training for police officer,
mobile police and social worker teams to proactively work with people in danger of
going into crisis, jail
diversion, mental health courts and greater access to care. In the immediate past
short session, the LOC worked
with its coalition partners to obtain $9 million in additional funding for aid-and-assist,
community care and jail
diversion but was unsuccessful due to a lack of quorum.
While the measurements are subjective and not in general agreement, most
surveys of behavioral health and
alcohol and drug addiction service availability place Oregon near or at the
bottom of state rankings. As a result,
Oregon ranks third in the nation for alcohol related deaths, and above the
national average in suicides.
Anecdotally, most police chiefs that have participated in LOC conversations on this
topic report a growing
number of calls for service stemming from people in mental health crisis. The COVID-
19 pandemic has
exacerbated some of these issues with Portland Police Bureau reporting a 41%
increase in suicide related calls
(including attempts and threats) over this time last year. This priority would include
but not be limited to:
Investment: The stark truth is that Oregon has never financially supported mental
health services at a level
commensurate with need. More beds and more capacity will allow for greater
delivery. The spending plan may
be complicated but many advocates bristle at the idea of “mental health reform” when
it’s never been funded as a
priority. The League does not have a specific number at this time but is in
conversation with partners to develop
one.



Decimalization of Mental Illness: People suffering from mental illness that
interact with the criminal justice
system typically spend more time incarcerated and suffer a disruption in
treatment. Jail diversion has been
something the League has advocated for in previous sessions and but will
require changes in law, training and
investments.
 Workgroups Outcomes: There are currently several workgroups developing
behavioral health reform plans that
have yet to be completed, much of that work has been interrupted by COVID 19. LOC
staff can update the
Committee on these their work continues but cannot make recommendations on them
now. 

Mental Health Parity: Oregon and the federal government have enacted statutes to
ensure that mental health
services are treated as a health issues in a manner identical to physical health by
health insurers. The legislative
intent behind these laws has not been met as evidence by reports of denied
coverage. Ensuring effective parity
would increase treatment an access. 

Y. Tort Liability Reform
Legislation:
COVID-19 and existing federal court decisions have added risk exposure to cities in
areas where their
authority has been limited or have not received adequate support. This priority seeks
to ensure that cities
are not held liable in these areas.
Background:
CIS has already had a COVID related claim filed against it for a COVID related
exposure. While there
may be many legitimate reasons for a person to seek damages related to the
outbreak, local governments
have been hampered by inadequate supplies of PPE, testing capability, direct
financial support, and
legislative relief.
Additionally, the Boise decision that prevents cities from enforcing no camping
rules and ordinances
subject cities to additional tort liability. The ruling holds that if a person has no
place else to go, a city
must allow them to sleep somewhere. While there is a logical basis for the core
of the ruling, if a city
allows a person to sleep in an area that is not designed for camping, such as a
park, the person may seek
damages. Please note that recreational users of parks may not seek damages
due to Oregon’s recreational
immunity statute that were corrected in 2017.



 Finally, in previous sessions, legislation has been introduced but not passed
to require cities to permit
shelters in areas where they may not be appropriate and “codify” the Boise
decision in state law. This
legislation did not include immunity from tort liability while removing city
authority.

I say no, because to do so allows a city to continue to discriminate and hurt people.
You, the City don't get it, I believe  -- YOU CAN'T BE CRUEL - CITIES SHOULD BE
QUESTIONING WHY THEY WANT TO BE).
Respectfully submitted, Brenda Gilmer, 3640 Ocean View Dr. Florence, OR 97439
541-590-5060.
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