
The Trees 
 
The trees are coming into leaf 
Like something almost being said; 
The recent buds relax and spread, 
Their greeness is a kind of grief. 
 
Is it that they are born again 
And we grow old?  No, they die too, 
Their yearly trick of looking new 
Is written down in rings of grain. 
 
Yet still the unresting castles thresh 
In fullgrown thickness every May. 
Last year is dead, they seem to say, 
Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 
Philip Larkin 
 
When this is all over,  
we will have to begin afresh,  
like the trees in springtime.  
Vicki Philben, EMAC Member 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Arbor Day is an opportunity to show our 
appreciation for trees and forests. The City of 
Florence recently was awarded Tree City status 
from the Arbor Day Foundation thanks to the 
efforts by the Environmental Management 
Advisory Committee and the Public Works 
Department. We are fortunate to live in such a 
beautiful tree rich environment so hopefully we 
can all spend time this year recognizing the 
importance of trees and do our part to preserve 
this crucial element of our overall wellbeing.  
 
Britte Kirsch, EMAC Member 
 


