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Dr. Dhiti of  Thailand Visits Florence  

Florence had a visit on Tuesday, July 27th from Dr. Dhiti, an 

earthquake and tsunami expert from Thailand. Dr. Dhiti is a 

Senior Geologist and Director of International Cooperation 

with the Thailand Department of Mineral Resources in 

Bangkok. During his visit, Dr. Dhiti was interested in seeing a 

local location that has had to plan and prepare for a Cascadia 

Subduction Zone earthquake and tsunami.  

While here, Dr. Dhiti had a chance to visit with many 

of our local officials and emergency response 

agencies. His tour of Florence included City Hall, the 

Florence Justice Center, Siuslaw Valley Fire & 

Rescue’s main station, the U.S. Coast Guard Siuslaw 

Station, the Port of Siuslaw, and a visit to view some 

of the tsunami sirens.  

On December 26, 2004, Southeast Asia shook from a 

magnitude 9.1 earthquake off the shore of Indonesia in the Indian Ocean. That earthquake 

caused a tsunami that hit fourteen countries and killed 230,000 people. In Thailand, a popular 

tourist destination, approximately 8,300 Thais and tourists died, 2,800 went missing, and 

thousands of were injured as a result of the earthquake and tsunami.  

In the aftermath of that devastating event, the Royal Thai Government 

established a committee to develop an early warning system for Indian 

Ocean earthquakes in 2005. This global effort is aimed at enhancing 

preparedness and improve survival in areas that are susceptible to these 

catastrophic natural disasters. In 2009, a Thai visitor from the Disaster 

Warning Center was here to tour the Florence and the Oregon Coast.   

This visit, as well as the 2009 visit, was arranged by 

Dr. Rick Lindholm whom is working with the Thai 

Distance Learning Organization. He has worked with the University of 

Oregon, as well as other universities, to bring dignitaries and 

academics from Thailand and introduce them into various learning 

opportunities to take back to their Country. Dr. Lindholm works 

closely with the Thai Royal Family, often with the King, to partner on 

educational opportunities.   

Mayor Joe Henry, City Manager Erin 

Reynolds,  Dr. Dhiti, Chief Tom Turner 

USCG Senior Chief Tim Tregoning, Chief Tom Turner, 
SVFR Operations Chief Marvin Tipler, WLA Interim 

Manager Brian Burright, Dr. Dhiti, SVFR Senior Captain 

Brian Jagoe, Lieutenant John Pitcher 

Port Manager Bob 

Forsythe with Dr. Dhiti 

Senior Chief Tim Tregoning provided Dr. Dhiti with a tour of the U.S. Coast Guard Siuslaw Station 

http://www.ci.florence.or.us
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Join Us Online! 
The City of Florence and the 

Florence Events Center are 

both on social media. You can 

find us on Facebook, Twitter, 

and Vimeo. Watch for 

updates on meetings, events, 

videos, and other important 

information.  

www.vimeo.com/

florenceoregon 

www.twitter.com/

CityFlorenceOR 
 

www.twitter.com/

FloEventsCenter 

www.facebook.com/

CityofFlorenceOregon 
 

www.facebook.com/

FlorenceEventCenter 

Meet the New & Returning Employees 

Brandon Bailey is the Corrections Officer and 

Jail Coordinator for the Florence Municipal Jail 

located in the Justice Center. Prior to joining 

the Florence Police Department in July 2014, 

Officer Bailey served for nearly seven years in 

the U.S. Army as a Armored Tank Crewman. 

During his that time, Officer Bailey served a 

year-long combat tour in Iraq. Officer Bailey 

enjoys riding the sand dunes, welding, building, 

and being outdoors in his free time.  

What does your job entail? 

“I am tasked with all the operations of the 

Florence Municipal Jail. This includes ensuring 

the overall safety and security of both the 

facility and the incarcerated individuals.” 

What do you like most about your job? 

“I enjoy being able to interact with all sorts of 

people from all different walks of life on a daily 

basis. I also enjoy giving the community a sense 

of security knowing offenders will be held 

accountable for their actions.” 

What has been your proudest moment 

since joining the Police Department? 

“I do not have a single proudest moment. I am 

proud I am able to serve a great community and 

help make Florence a safer place for people to 

live.” 

What has been the strangest request or 

incident you’ve had working for the City?  

“I have a lot of ‘strangest requests’ but maybe 

only one I can actually talk about. It would have 

to be interacting with people that seriously 

believe they are Aliens on this Earth from other 

planets. When trying to communicate with this 

one individual, he would only ‘Beep’, ‘Bop’ and 

‘Click’ verbally. Long story short, this made it 

extremely difficult to get anything done.” 

The Oregon Department of Corrections performed 

an inspection of the Florence Municipal Jail in July. 

Thanks to the hard work of Officer Bailey and the 

Florence Police Department, we passed with 

inspection with flying colors. 

Brandon Bailey 
Corrections Officer/Jail Coordinator  

EMPLOYEE 

Brenda Cervantes, GIS Technician — Brenda Cervantes joined the City in May of this year as the Geographic 

Information Systems (GIS) Technician. She has a degree from Lane Community College in water conservation with a GIS 

certificate. Before joining the City, Brenda worked at the Long Tom Watershed Council. She is currently working on 

electronically mapping our infrastructure networks.  

Camellia Jensen, City Hall Clerk — Camellia Jensen has been working as a part-time contract employee with the City for 

about two years. On July 1st, she was hired as a full-time, permanent employee. Camellia splits her time between the Finance 

Department and the City Manager’s Office. Her responsibilities include processing utility payments, business and special event 

licenses, and assisting the City Recorder.   

James Ledbetter, Water Treatment Plant Operator 11 — James Ledbetter returned the City’s Public Works 

Department in July after nearly a year away. James previously worked as an Operator I in our Water Treatment Plant from 

2011-2014 before moving to Cottage Grove. We are happy to have James back on our team and don’t blame him for wanting 

to return to our lovely community!   

Nilda Taylor, Executive Assistant to Public Works — Nilda Taylor began working for the City in June as the Executive 

Assistant in our Public Works Department. Prior to joining the City of Florence, Nilda worked for Peach Health for ten 

years, four of which were here in Florence as a Clinical Administrative Assistant.  

http://www.vimeo.com/florenceoregon
http://www.vimeo.com/florenceoregon
https://twitter.com/CityFlorenceOR
https://twitter.com/CityFlorenceOR
https://twitter.com/FloEventsCenter
https://twitter.com/FloEventsCenter
https://www.facebook.com/CityofFlorenceOregon
https://www.facebook.com/CityofFlorenceOregon
http://www.facebook.com/FlorenceEventCenter
http://www.facebook.com/FlorenceEventCenter
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This year the Florence Events Center transitioned 

from an exclusive caterer to a list of pre-approved 

caterers, each providing a variety of services along 

with a quality reputation. During the process, the full 

service professional kitchen was completely cleaned, 

organized, and fully stocked with equipment 

purchased by the Friends of the Florence Events 

Center making our kitchen well equipped for any 

occasion. If you are interested in hosting a function at 

the Florence Events Center, please call 541.997.1994 

or visit our website at www.eventcenter.org. If food 

and beverage services are needed for your event, please don’t hesitate to contact any of our pre-approved caterers 

for prices and menu information.    

Do you have your own caterer or 

restaurant in mind? Not a problem. 

The Florence Events Center is 

available to work with you on 

planning the perfect event. Any 

restaurant or caterer can apply to 

be an approved caterer for your 

single event or to be added to the pre-approved list for future events. Just visit the City of Florence website for more 

details at www.ci.florence.or.us/citymanager/fec-catering-services.  

Hosting an event at the FEC? Check out our caterers!  

Caterer Phone Contact  

Fresh Harvest Café & Bakery 541.997.4051 Rebecca Ottensmann 

Homegrown Public House 541.997.4886 Jody Terry 

Mon Ami Café & Deli 541.997.9234 Diane Marti 

Oregon Box Lunch 541.991.0539 Wayne & Stephanie Crosthwaite 

Rhododendron Drive from 35th Street to Lighthouse 

Way received a hot oil chip and fog seal at the end of 

July. Chip Sealing is a common pavement maintenance 

practice that extends pavement life and provides a 

good driving surface.  

With chip seals, a thin film of 

heated asphalt liquid is 

sprayed on the road surface, 

followed by the placement of 

small aggregates ("chips").  

The chips are compacted to 

orient the chips for maximum 

adherence to the asphalt, and 

excess stone is swept from 

the surface. A fog seal is then 

applied to protect the chip 

seal from UV rays and finish 

the road preservation. 

Facelift for Rhody Drive—35th Street to Lighthouse Way  

http://www.eventcenter.org
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/citymanager/fec-catering-services
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On Wednesday, August 5th at 12:30pm, Mayor Henry and the 

City Council will be joined by City staff for the groundbreaking 

of the Rhododendron Drive preservation project between 9th 

Street and Wildwinds. Construction is scheduled to start the 

following week on August 10th. 

This $254,000 paving project along Rhododendron Drive 

between 9th Street and Wildwinds will only address the travel 

lanes of the roadway and will not extend or enlarge the existing 

roadway shoulders at this time. Extension of the shoulder is 

anticipated to begin Summer 2016. The project will grind (also 

known as ‘cold plane’) the existing street surface to a depth of 2-

inches and then inlay and pave back the street with a new Hot 

Mix Asphalt Cement (HMAC) wearing surface. The project will 

also include digging out and reconstructing 250 square yards of 

roadway area to address a road base failure area.   

Rhododendron Drive Pavement Preservation Project 

Groundbreaking—9th Street to Wildwinds  

Visit www.Ready.gov for information on how to 

prepare your family for a tsunami. Want to put 

together a Go-Kit? See page 9 for a list of items! 

http://www.Ready.gov
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Power of  Florence at the Parks 

Florence Police 

Department Partners 

with the National 

Child Safety Council 

You may have received this letter in the mail 

regarding the Florence Police Department’s 

partnership with the National Child Safety 

Council. We are partnering with this 

organization in order to provide our local 

children and parents with information on child 

safety and drug prevention.  

Donations received from community members 

will help fund these educational materials on 

topics such as anti-bullying, crime prevention, 

drug prevention, safety tips for various 

activities, internet safety, etc. Chief Turner has 

worked with this organization for several years 

and hopes to bring this valuable resource to 

Florence.  

For more information on the National Child 

Safety Council and their activities, visit 

www.nationalchildsafetycouncil.org. If you 

would like more information on our efforts 

here in Florence, contact Chief Turner at 541-

997-3515.  

Our parks received some much needed attention 

during July’s Power of Florence. Miller Park, 

Gallagher’s Park, Munsel Lake Road Park, 

Pepperoaks Park, and Rolling Dunes Park all 

received face 

lifts with the 

help of 100+ 

vo lunteers . 

Thank you to 

a l l  w h o 

participated! 

http://www.nationalchildsafetycouncil.org/
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With the start of the new fiscal year, the City of Florence has been buckling down 

and getting to work on the various projects within the City’s work plan. July saw 

the City Council approve 8 purchase agreements for items ranging from 

reconstruction of streets to new software for the Florence Municipal Court. All of 

these purchases will allow the City to move forward with its work plan in order to provide for the high quality of 

governmental service our citizens come to expect.  

During July we also completed the following: 

 Various equipment purchases including: 

 A new power generator for the water division  

 A wastewater treatment plant clarifier 

 A right-of-way tractor and mower  

 Municipal court case management software  

 Agreements with many private contractors including: 

 Contract to complete reconstruction of Rhododendron Drive from 9th to Wildwinds Street 

 Chip and fog seal completion on Rhododendron Drive from 35th Street to Lighthouse Way 

 Completion of water proofing and sealant at the Florence Justice Center 

 Completion of amendments to the City of Florence Employee Handbook 

 Acceptance of a grant from the State of Oregon for coastal planning expenses 

 Update on the State’s progress in forming regulation concerning Recreational Marijuana and E-Cigarettes 

 Liquor license approval for Talk of the Bay located on 1340 Bay Street 

 Proclamation declaring the Third Saturday in July as “Power of Florence” day in the City 

For more information about Florence City Council meetings and actions, please contact City Recorder Kelli Weese 

at 541-997-3437, or via email at kelli.weese@ci.florence.or.us. Information on all Council meetings and actions taken 

can be found on the City of Florence website at www.ci.florence.or.us.  

Recorder’s Corner 
News from the July Council Meetings 

Help the Florence Senior Center Earn Rewards  

All you have to do is link your Fred Meyer’s Rewards Card to the Senior Center so you can both earn rewards! 

Through the Fred Meyer Community Rewards program you can earn donations for the Florence Senior Center just 

by shopping with your Rewards Card. Fred Meyer will donate $2.6 million to nonprofits in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and 

Washington every year through this new program.  

Here's how it works: 

1. Visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards and select Link Your Rewards Card Now.  

2. Provide information from your online account or create one by selecting Create an account.  

3. Simply enter the Florence Senior Center’s number, 84975, or search for Florence Senior Center and enroll in rewards! 

It’s that simple! Every time you use your Rewards Card you’ll be helping the Florence Senior Center earn a donation 

from Fred Meyer. At the end of each quarter, Fred Meyer will make a donation to participating nonprofits based on 

the accumulated spending of the Rewards Customers linked to each nonprofit.  

mailto:kelli.weese@ci.florence.or.us
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
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Ride with a Councilor on the Rhody Express!  

Hello Florence, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank so many of you for bringing to my 

attention various issues around the community, I only have one set of eyes and can`t 

possibly see it all. 

Recently we have had very nice weather and I 

have had several calls regarding animals left in 

vehicles. It may seem like a treat to your pets 

when you take them, however, the internal 

temperature of a vehicle even with the 

windows cracked, can quickly climb to over 

100 degrees in less than 20 minutes. It is not 

only against City Code, but there are several 

state laws that are aimed at protecting your 

pets in the heat. 

For more information on hot weather safety 

for pets, visit the Oregon Humane Society’s 

website at www.oregonhumane.org/hot-

weather-safety-for-pets-resources/. There you 

can learn some quick tips on heat and sun 

safety, heatstroke in pets, hot pavement effects, 

and more.  

Let us all do the right thing for our pets, and 

leave them at home when we go out, rather 

than leaving them in our vehicles. 

Thank you,  

Dan Frazier 

Code Enforcement Officer 

Citing the Municipal Code  
Warm Weather Pet Safety 

Do you have a great idea or thought you would like to share with the Florence City Council?  

The City Council has started the “Ride with a Councilor” program so that you can share them! 

Each month, a City Councilor or Mayor Henry will ride the Rhody Express to answer your 

questions and hear your suggestions. Hop aboard the Rhody Express and talk to Mayor Joe 

Henry on August 6th for Ride with a Councilor day! 

Fares for the Rhody Express are $1/trip or $2/day. For more information about the program, call the City Manager’s 

Office at 541-997-3437.  For a detailed bus schedule, pick up a brochure at the Chamber of Commerce, City Hall, or 

online at ltd.org/rhody.  For other questions concerning the Rhody Express service, call 541-902-2067. 

August 6th 
1:30 pm—3:30 pm 

http://www.oregonhumane.org/hot-weather-safety-for-pets-resources/
http://www.oregonhumane.org/hot-weather-safety-for-pets-resources/
ltd.org/rhody
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S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

City Council  

Work Session 

10 am, City Hall 
 

Rhody Dr. Ceremony 

12:30 pm, Rhody & 11th 

CITY CALENDAR: AUGUST 2015 
Questions?  

Contact City Hall at 541-997-3437. 
Contact the Florence Events Center at 541-997-1994. 

City E-mail Addresses 

City Manager Erin Reynolds 
erin.reynolds@ci.florence.or.us 

 

City Recorder Kelli Weese 
kelli.weese@ci.florence.or.us 

 

Interim Finance Director  

Andy Parks 

 

Planning Director  

Wendy FarleyCampbell 
wendy.farleycampbell@ci.florence.or.us 

 

Public Works Director Mike Miller 
mike.miller@ci.florence.or.us 

 

FEC Director Kevin Rhodes 
kevin@eventcenter.org 

 

Police Chief Tom Turner 
tom.turner@ci.florence.or.us 

 

Newsletter Editor Megan Messmer 
megan.messmer@ci.florence.or.us

 
Visit the City of Florence  

online at  

www.ci.florence.or.us 

Deliver efficient and cost effective City 

services.  Expand and diversify the 

Florence economy.  Improve the City’s 

livability and quality of life.  Sustain the 

City’s strong financial position.  

Strengthen and Improve the City’s 

Organization and Capital Plant.  Improve 

the City’s communication program to 

better tell the City’s story and strengthen 

citizen trust where possible.  Improve 

the community’s safety and perception of 

safety.  

 

Council Chambers 

City Hall, 250 Hwy. 101 

(unless otherwise noted) 

Regular Meetings 

Monday, August 3, 6:00 PM 

 

Work Session 

Wed., August 5, 10:00 AM 

City  Counc i l  regu lar 

meetings are open to the 

public, televised on cable 

Channel 191, and available 

for online viewing the 

following day. For the most 

current agenda and materials 

call 541-997-3437 or visit 

www.ci.florence.or.us.  

Mayor  

Joe Henry 

joe.henry@ 

ci.florence.or.us 

President  

Joshua Greene 

joshua.greene@ 

ci.florence.or.us 

Councilor  

Susy Lacer 

susy.lacer@ 

ci.florence.or.us 

Councilor 

George Lyddon 

george.lyddon@ 

ci.florence.or.us 

Vice-President 

Ron Preisler 

ron.preisler@ 

ci.florence.or.us 

FLORENCE CITY COUNCIL 

City Council 

6 pm, City Hall 

EMAC 

2 pm, City Hall 

City Council Meetings 2015 COUNCIL GOALS 

 FEC Advisory   

 Committee 

3:30 pm, FEC 

Yard Debris  

Disposal Day 
9 am—2 pm, 27th St. 

 

Coin Show 

9 am—5 pm, FEC 

City Councilor 

Ride Along 
1:30—3:30pm, Rhody 

Express  

TAC 

1:30 pm, City Hall 

Second Star 

Festival 

10 am—6 pm, FEC 

Econ. Dev.  

Committee 

2:30 pm, City Hall 
 

Planning Commission 

7 pm, City Hall 

Siuslaw Athletic 

Auction & Banquet 

5:30 pm, FEC 

Public Arts 

Committee 

10 am, City Hall 

Public Arts 

Committee 

10 am, City Hall 

Coin Show 

      9 am—4 pm, FEC 
 

Pacific Jazz  

Septet Concert 
2 pm, FEC 

FURA 

6 pm, City Hall 

Who’s Wives Are 

They Anyway? 

7 pm, FEC 

Who’s Wives Are 

They Anyway? 

7 pm, FEC 

Who’s Wives Are 

They Anyway? 

7 pm, FEC 

Who’s Wives Are 

They Anyway? 

7 pm, FEC 

Who’s Wives Are 

They Anyway? 

2 pm, FEC 

    Who’s Wives  

Are They Anyway? 

2 pm, FEC 

Second Star 

Festival 

10 am—6 pm, FEC 

http://www.ci.florence.or.us
http://www.ci.florence.or.us/finance/utility-bill-payment-options

